
MINUTES OF THE EASTFORD CLEAN ENERGY TASK FORCE:  NOVEMBER 9, 2015 

  [Meeting held at Eastford Public Library Conference Room] 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:10 p.m. by Ken Anderson, Chair.  Other members present:   

Bob DiQuattro, Mary Ellen Ellsworth 

1. Motion to schedule CETF meetings the 2nd Monday of each month, at 7:00 p.m.  

[Ellsworth/DiQuattro, unanimous] 

2. The relationship between the Town of Eastford’s two energy groups was clarified. The Municipal 

Energy Group and the Clean Energy Task Force will work to implement good and regular 

communication between the two groups. 

3. The minutes of the October 13, 2015 meeting were reviewed, and approved unanimously. 

4. Mary Ellen Ellsworth was appointed recording secretary for this meeting. 

5. The Town Plan of Conservation and Development was discussed. The completion date for the 

town wide document is uncertain. Bob DiQuattro will work out the language for our Energy 

section, which will be new since the 2006-2016 POCD document, and will need to be tailored to 

express the important achievements in Eastford, as well as the required initiatives ahead. 

6. Paul Torcellini was absent from the meeting, so there was no update from the Municipal Energy 

Group. 

7. Task force members discussed ways to increase the visibility and impact of our group within the 

Town of Eastford. A number of suggestions were made, including: 

a. A presence at Eastford’s Heritage Day, with brochures for dissemination. 

b. A broader sharing of documents and website information, by the chair with members, and 

through members’ affiliations, with the wider community . 

c. The posting of minutes, websites, conference information, on Eastford’s Town Web page. 

d. A Teaching Event series. Eversource, and other energy-related groups, will help with ads, 

mailings, speakers. 

e. Information and project-sharing with Eastford Eementary School’s Environmental Science 

teacher.  

f. The inclusion of articles, postings in The Eastford Communicator and on Facebook, possibly 

in the Eastford group. 

g. Development of communication with other successful towns. What has worked for them? 

8. The group discussed how to ignite the Home Energy Solutions Campaign. How can we get more 

home owners to sign up for energy audits? A letter from the 1st selectman was suggested, as 

well as posting on the Eastford Town Website. 

9. Solarize Connecticut was also discussed. Ken Andersen will contact Kate Donnelley of Smart 

Power. It was noted that in Eastford the licensing fee for solar installation collected by the 

Building Inspector will not exceed $200. Permits for solar will be fast tracked.  



10. The committee discussed the desirability of enlarging the Task Force, and members agreed to 

contact individuals who might be interested, and who might represent diverse groups within the 

Town. 

11. The Microgrid Program was also discussed. The DEEP has announced a 3rd round of founding for 

towns wishing to establish a standby, emergency power grid system, and Eastford has been 

encouraged to apply. Such a system would allow Eastford to maintain critical functions in the 

school, town office building, fire company, and library in a time of serious disruption. 

12. A motion to adjourn at 8:53 p.m. was approved unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Mary Ellen Ellsworth, Acting Secretary 


